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long column of shipping into the canal. At the same
time a flotilla of Egyptian warships moved in from the
Red Sea end to meet them at Ismailia. The passage of
over forty miles to Lake Timsah occupied twelve hours,
and was accomplished without any untoward incident.
De Lesseps tells us that the Empress Eugenie afterwards
confessed to him that " during the whole journey she
had felt as though a circle of fire was round her head,
because every moment she thought she saw the Aigle
stop short, the honour of the French flag compromised,
and the fruit of our labours lost. Suffocated by
emotion, she was obliged to leave the table, and we
overheard her sobs—sobs which do her honour, for it
was French patriotism overflowing from her heart."
When at sunset the two fleets made contact amidst
cheers and acclamations, establishing the union of the
two seas, the hero of the whole undertaking was fast
asleep, worn out with the vigil of the previous night.
The next day a further stretch of the canal was
successfully negotiated, and in the course of it the
Empress conferred on De Lesseps the insignia of Grand
Officer of the Legion of Honour. After a night at
anchor in the Bitter Lakes the procession steamed on-
wards to Port Suez, which was reached at eleven o'clock
in the morning of November soth. " The canal has
been traversed from end to end without hindrance,"
wrote the Paris Official Journal, " and the Imperial
yacht Aigle, after a splendid passage, now lies at her
moorings in the Red Sea. Thus are realised the great
hopes which were entertained of this mighty under-
taking, the joining of the two seas."
Among those present on the great occasion, was a

